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The use of electronic smoking devices by youth in Hawaii is nearly double the national average, and 
urgent action is required by state legislators in 2020 to address it. The American Lung Association in 
Hawaii urges legislators to continue to support and advocate for policies to protect youth from tobacco 
use that ban flavored tobacco products, including menthol, but that do not punish youth that have become 
victims of the tobacco industry and predatory retailers.  
 
 
 
 
Pedro Haro 
Executive Director 
American Lung Association in Hawaii 
pedro.haro@lung.org 
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Thank you for your time in reading this testimony. 

 



 

 
 

 
 
 

 

February 12, 2020 
 
HOUSE JUCICIARY COMMITTEE 
 

STRONG SUPPORT FOR 
HB 2457 RELATING TO THE YOUTH VAPING EPIDEMIC  

 
Aloha Judiciary Committee Members, 
 
The undersigned are members of the Friends of Kamalani and Lydgate Park Beach Cleanup 
Team, and we would like to register our strong support for support prohibiting the use of 
flavors, including menthol, in ALL tobacco products (including e-cigarettes) as set forth in 
HB 2457.  
 
We collaborated with appointed and elected officials to designate portions of Lydgate Beach 
Park as the County of KauaiÕs first tobacco-free park, and we believe in advancing the health 
and wellness of our youth by protecting them from becoming tobacco product addicts.  
 
Electronic smoking productsÑ especially but not limited to flavored vaping compoundsÑ  
are pernicious devices clearly profiting the tobacco industry by addicting children to 
nicotine. The detrimental long-term public health effects of nicotine addiction is established 
science. Hawai!i has among the highest rates of middle school and high school e-cigarette 
use in the nation; the U.S. Surgeon General has declared vaping a youth epidemic.  
This is extremely concerning. Teens are particularly vulnerable to nicotine, which 
permanently impacts the developing brain.  
 
ItÕs no coincidence that the rise in youth e-cigarette use has coincided with an explosion of 
sweet e-liquid flavors used to hook kids. Tobacco companies are making and marketing 
deadly and addictive products right here in HawaiÔi that look and taste like our favorite 
childhood flavors (Hawaiian POG, Ono Orange Cream, Hawaiian Sweet Rolls, and Halawa 
Guava). 
 
Please fulfill your allegiance to the people of Hawaii and advance House Bill  2457. It is your 
responsibility to protect our youthsÕ health and wellness, not to assure the tobacco industryÕs 
and tobacco retailersÕ profits at the expense of assured life-long health degradation and 
quality-of-life impairments. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
Tommy A. Noyes 
General Coordinator 
The Friends of Kamalani and Lydgate Park 
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Joseph Kohn MD 
We Are One, Inc. - 

www.WeAreOne.cc - 
WAO 

Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Protect People Not Corporate Poisons 

www.WeAreOne.cc 

 



Ph: (808) 446-2032 
Fax: (833) 565-3144 

PediatricTherapiesHawaii@gmail.com!
PediatricTherapiesHawaii.com 

To: Hawaii State Legislature 

Regarding: Flavor Tabacco Ban 

Position: Strong Support 

I am writing to express my strong support for a ban on all flavored tobacco products, including menthol.  I feel 

this is an important measure that needs to be taken by our community leaders to protect our keiki and their 

health.  As we all know, tobacco is highly addictive and detrimental to peopleÕs health and the flavors are what 

gets kids hooked in the first place.  Since Hawaii has one of the highest middle and high school vaping rates in 

the country, it seems obvious that immediate action needs to be taken to address this epidemic. A study found 

that e-cigarette use is a strong risk factor for eventual cigarette smoking so preventing kids from starting 

vaping should be the focus for addressing this issue.  Big tobacco argues that vaping helps adults quit smoking 

but the truth is, that for every adult that quits smoking using e-cigarettes, 81 young people will become future 

smokers, which is an unacceptable trade off. 

Banning flavor tobacco products would do so much to help keep our youth healthy. ItÕs no coincidence that the 

rise in youth e-cigarette use has coincided with an explosion of sweet e-liquid flavors used to hook kids. With 

more than 15,500 flavors, these products are being irresponsibly marketed.  Who is the industry really 

targeting with flavors like Unicorn Milk, Sour Straws, or Strawberry Watermelon Bubblegum? Flavors are 

designed to appeal to kids, while nicotine gets them hooked for life. 81% of youth who ever used tobacco 

products started with a flavored product and 97% of youth who vape say they use a flavored product. 

I also ask that you to remove youth penalties.  I oppose penalizing youth. We need to hold the industry 

accountable through regulations instead of punishing youth who have fallen prey to their predatory marketing 

tactics.  Penalties on youth for purchase, use, or possession (PUP) do not work at reducing youth tobacco use 

and can even be counterproductive. As an unintended consequence, PUP laws can stigmatize tobacco use and 

deter addicted youth from seeking help to quit smoking.  Other policies are proven strategies to reduce youth 

tobacco use, such as decreasing access to tobacco products, increasing prices of tobacco products, tobacco 

prevention and education programs in schools, and increased enforcement of tobacco sales restrictions. 

Please do the right thing and help protect our keiki from Big Tobacco.  Protect them from getting starting using 

tobacco products and protect them from all the health risks that come with it.  It is our job as adults, parents, 

business owners, law makers, and community leaders to do something about this issue because we can and it is 

our obligation to our youth. 

�3�(�'�,�$�7�5�,�&
���7�+�(�5�$�3�,�(�6

�+ �$�:�$ �, �,



Sincerely, 

Dr. Amy Peterson 

Executive Director/Physical Therapist 

Pediatric Therapy Hawaii
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Comments:  

We oppose youth penalties.  This will be punitive and likely to be ineffective and 
difficult to implement.  
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Michael Zehner Hawaii Smokers 
Alliance 

Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

We are in strong opposition to bills such as hb2457 that steal people's freedom of 
choice and harm local businesses. 

www.hawaiismokersalliance.net 

 

http://www.hawaiismokersalliance.net/
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Elena Cabatu Hilo Medical Center Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Hilo Medical Center supports HB 2457 to prohibit the sale and distribution of flavored 
tobacco products. 

 





2 

While we support provisions to restrict the sale of flavored tobacco products, we do 
have concerns over the increases of fines for violations of possession of a tobacco 
product by persons under the age of 21.  In section 5 of the measure, fines are increased 
from $10 to $100 for the first offense and $50 to $300 for subsequent offenses.  While 
these increased penalties are discretionary and other options in lieu of the fine currently 
exist in the measure, we are wary of the fine increases that affect youth who may be 
addicted to these products.  We would support any effort to remove all monetary fines 
for under-age use and possession for these reasons. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on this important matter. 
 
 
 
 





safe harbor program to accept other electronic smoking device products such as e -
liquids.  
 
We do not support the component of the bill  requiring public school 
teachers to confiscate electronic smoking devices because it does not sol ve 
the youth vaping epidemic.  The confiscation of these  devices is extremely difficult 
because it  has to be visible before a teacher can attempt to confiscate it . Furthermore, 
if a teacher witnesses a student vaping but the student has hidden the device, the 
teacher is unable to confiscate it. These products are already contraband as set 
by the BOE and DOE and teachers are already confiscating what they can 
when  they can but this does not reduce the use of these products by students 
at all.  
 
We also do not support increasing fines for the purchase or possession of 
tobacco products and electronic smoking devices by persons under 21 years 
of age . Imposing higher fines on youth will not solve the vaping epidemic. 
Conversely,  what will help solve the youth vaping epidemic is banning 
flavored tobacco, imposing a tax on electronic smoking products so that 
they are on par with the taxation of traditional tobacco products, and using 
funds from taxation to support health education and prevention program s 
about the risks and dangers of the use of electronic smoking devices for 
youth.  
 
To ensure we reduce the youth vaping epidemic in the most effective and targeted 
way, we respectfully ask you to consider our comments on this bill.   
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TO:  The Honorable Chris Lee, Chair 

The Honorable Joy A. San Buenaventura, Vice Chair 
House Committee on Judiciary 
 

FROM:  Philip J. Bossert, Executive Director 
  Hawaii Association of Independent Schools 
 
RE:  HB 2457 HD1 - RELATING TO THE YOUTH VAPING EPIDEMIC 
  In Support 
  
DATE:  Thursday, February 13, 2020 
  2:05 PM, Conference Room 325 
 
Aloha Chair Lee, Vice Chair San Buenaventura and Members of the Committee: 
 
The Hawaii Association of Independent Schools (HAIS) supports HB 2457 HD1. 
 
HAIS is a membership organization that currently represents 102 of Hawaii’s independent K-12 
schools; and, through its subsidiary, the Hawaii Council of Private Schools (HCPS), licenses all 
119 private K-12 schools in the State. 
 
Approximately 38,000 children attend these 119 private schools and all of them – especially 
those students of middle school and high school age – are endangered by the current vaping 
epidemic sweeping the country.  Vaping not only endangers the health of students in the 
present, but likely also for the rest of their lives. 
 
HAIS and its member schools support HB 2457 HD1 because, in banning the sale of flavored 
tobacco products – including menthol-flavored tobacco products – and increasing the penalties 
for the purchase of e-cigarettes by persons under the age of 21, it will make vaping both less 
attractive and more difficult to pursue by elementary and secondary school students and help 
to protect the current and future generations of Hawaii’s citizens. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony and we look forward to working with you 
as this important measure moves through the legislative process. 
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February 12, 2020 
 
Testimony to the House Judiciary Committee 
Thursday, February 13, 2020, 2:05 pm, Capitol Room 325 
 
Re: Testimony in STRONG SUPPORT of HB 2457 Relating to Flavored Tobacco 
Products; Electronic Smoking Devices; Sale; Ban; DOE; DOH 
 
Submitted By: Richard Bettini, President and CEO & Dr. Vija Sehgal, Chief Quality 
Officer, Director of School Based Health Services, Pediatrician, Waianae Coast 
Comprehensive Health Center 
 
 
Aloha Chair Lee, Vice Chair Buenaventura, and Members of the Committee: 
 
The Waianae Coast Comprehensive Health Center (WCCHC) would like to state its 
strong support for HB 2457 which would prohibit the sale and distribution of flavored 
tobacco products in Hawai’i.  
 
Hawai‘i is already experiencing a youth vaping epidemic. About 42% of Hawai’i high 
school students are trying e-cigarettes. Studies have shown that 8 in 10 kids start with a 
flavored tobacco product. It’s no coincidence that the rise in youth vaping has coincided 
with an explosion of sweet e-liquid flavors used to appeal to young adolescents. With 
more than 15,500 flavors, these products are being irresponsibly marketed. 

The sale of candy-flavored tobacco contributes to leading our youth to a lifetime of 
nicotine addiction. The industry is promoting flavors that mimic popular food or candy to 
hide the fact that they contain nicotine and with more kids who were never smokers 
using these products, we have an urgent need to act.  

We oppose youth penalties, as we need to hold the tobacco industry accountable 
through regulations instead of punishing youth who have fallen prey to their predatory 
marketing tactics.  
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HB-2457-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 4:44:46 PM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/13/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Mark W. McCleave E Ola Pono Ma 
Kapolei/DFC 

Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Supporting HB2457 is the right thing to do.  Hawaii legislators can follow the lead set by 
the City of San Francisco in banning the sale of all flavored tobacco products.  Hawaii is 
at an epidemic status with the sale and use of flavored tobacco products.  HB2457 
sends a message to retailers, parents, students, and educators in the State of 
Hawaii.  It is time to stop the selling of tobacco flavored products in the State of 
Hawaii.  I support the DOE with establishing safe harbor programs and putting the 
responsibility with our public school administrators and teachers to take a stand against 
the use of e-ciggarette devices inside our public schools and classrooms.  HB2457 can 
seriously start the process of ending the sale of flavored tobacco products, 
implementing fines to violators while providing much-needed cessation programs for our 
Keiki.  E Ola Pono Ma Kapolei supports HB2457. 
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Jamil Folio!
The Man Cave!
1993 S. Kihei Rd Suite 18!
Kihei, Hawaii 96733!

To our Distinguished Legislators:!

My name is Jamil Folio, I am the Administrative Manager for ÒThe Man CaveÓ retail business in 
Kihei, Hawaii. I am a property owner, father of young children, concerned citizen and a small 
business advocate who is proud to call Maui my home. !

I am writing in STRONG support  of banning ßavored tobacco products. We sell tobacco 
products in our store , and understand the trepidation of other business owners/operators 
concerning potential lost revenue. BUT, we cannot jeopardize the health of our youth and our 
community by focusing on short term proÞt.!

An alarming number of Maui County high school students, over 30%, are currently using e-
cigarettes, while less than 5% of adults in HawaiÕi are current users. These products are 
proving to be dangerous in themselves. A good portion of them will go on to use combustible 
tobacco products, which are the leading cause of preventable death and disease in the United 
States. Children are 10 times more likely to start smoking having had exposure to vaping or e-
cigarettes in the past.!

21,000 children under the age of 18 currently living in Hawaii will die prematurely from 
smoking.  !

If you could please read the previous sentence one more time. Then consider the Þnancial cost 
associated with long term cancer and end of life care.  Any lost short term revenue from 
banning the sales of ßavored tobacco products is a minor rounding error in the long term costs  
associated with cancer for tens of thousands of HawaiiÕs citizens.!

We are not talking about the rights adults have to make informed discussions. We are talking 
about middle school children being hooked on bubble gum, cotton candy, and Pipeline POG 
ßavored addiction. And that is what is being sold: addiction. This is a tried and true campaign 
of inßuence from tobacco companies who have been marketing to children for decades (as 
proven in their own internal documents multiple times). !

In fact, the same documents show that tobacco companies have targeted minority groups like 
African Americans and Native Hawaiians even more so than other groups, which is evidenced 
by the fact that over 40% of Maui County Native Hawaiian high school students are using e-
cigarettes. If our solution is to arrest and Þne kids for being caught with these products, then 
more Native Hawaiian kids are going to end up criminalized for their addiction than other kids. 
This is a social justice issue that canÕt be ignored. DonÕt hold kids responsible for the industryÕs 
insidious manipulation. Hold the industry accountable, as they should be. !

I also ask that you be sure to include menthol in order for this to be a comprehensive ban on 
ßavored tobacco products. Menthol masks harshness, making it easier to start and harder to 
quit. Mint and menthol have historically been used to target youth and minority populations for 
the industryÕs proÞt. In fact, 78 percent of Native Hawaiian smokers smoke menthol cigarettes. 
This is a social justice issue that needs to be addressed here in Hawaii. " !

�,
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For every potential sale that would be lost, a life might be saved. So please represent your 
constituents, our community, and our island ohana by doing the right thing.  No child or adult 
needs candy ßavored cancer causing products. !

Thank you for your time.!

Jamil Folio
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February 12, 2020

TO: Chair Chris Lee
Vice Chair Joy A. San Buenaventura
Members of the House Committee on Judiciary

FR: Cigar Association of America, Inc.
(William Goo)

RE: HB 2457 HD1 - Relating to the Youth Vaping Epidemic
Hearing Date:  February 13, 2020
Time:  2:05 pm

My name is William Goo.  I represent the Cigar Association of America, Inc. (CAA).

CAA opposes HB 2457 HD1 to the extent that it seeks to ban the sale of flavored tobacco
products including cigars.  The primary focus of this bill is to address the youth vaping
epidemic in Hawaii.  Cigars are primarily the choice and custom of mature, responsible and
informed adults.  Cigars are not the tobacco product of choice of Hawaii’s youth.  Any ban
on flavored tobacco products should exclude cigars.

Thank you for considering this testimony.
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Testimony opposing HB 2457, HD 1, Relating to the Youth Vaping Epidemic 
House Committee on Judiciary 
Hawaii State Capitol, Room 325 
Thursday, February 13, 2020 at 2:05 p.m. 
Page 2 
 

 
Additionally, we are concerned that granting individual counties the ability to pass ordinances 
that are stricter than State law will result in varying restrictions from county to county that 
make compliance for retailers difficult. We respectfully recommend having a uniform statewide 
law and suggest deleting the following section from HB 2457, HD 1 on page 8:  
 

§712 -  __ Sale or advertising of tobacco products; remote 
retail sales; flavored; nicotine - free.  

 
[(5) Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, any 

county may adopt a rule or ordinance that places greater 

restrictions on the access to flavored tobacco products than 

provide for in this section. In the case of a conflict between 

the restrictions in  this section and any county rule or  

ordinance regarding access to flavored tobacco products, the  

more stringent restrictions shall prevail.]  

 
Thank you for allowing HPMA the opportunity to submit written testimony on this bill. 



Aloha honorable members of the Committee,!

On behalf of Maui Family Magazine, I submit this testimony in STRONG support of a ßavored 
tobacco ban. !

" In 2017, 42% of HawaiÔi high schoolers reported ever using an electronic 
smoking device.!

" Hawaii has the highest reported vaping rate among middle schoolers and 
the second highest vaping rate among high schoolers in the nation, just 
behind Colorado!

" 32.3% of Maui County high school students and 18.3% of Maui County 
middle school students reported current use of e-cigarettes (2017)!

" 41.7% of Maui County Native Hawaiian high school students and 27.8% 
of Maui County Native Hawaiian middle school students reported current 
use of e-cigarettes (2017)!

" Only 4.7% of adults in Hawaii reported current use of e-cigarettes (2017)!

" 81% of youth who ever used tobacco products started with a ßavored 
product!

" 97% of youth who vape say they use a ßavored product!

" 90% of adult smokers started by age 18, and 95% started by 21. The 
tobacco industry is quoted as saying that, ÒThe base of our business is 
the high school student.Ó!

I also want to state that I oppose penalizing youth. We need to hold the industry accountable 
through regulations instead of punishing youth who have fallen prey to their predatory 
marketing tactics. Penalties on youth for purchase, use, or possession (PUP) do not work at 
reducing youth tobacco use and can even be counterproductive. As an unintended 
consequence, PUP laws can stigmatize tobacco use and deter addicted youth from seeking 
help to quit smoking. Other policies are proven strategies to reduce youth tobacco use, such 
as decreasing access to tobacco products, increasing prices of tobacco products, tobacco 
prevention and education programs in schools, and increased enforcement of tobacco sales 
restrictions.!

We know that ßavors hook kids, and we know that eliminating ßavored products will reduce 
youth use. Please remove!ßavored tobacco products from our market to help protect our 
children. !

Mahalo,!
Nicole Shipman!

Maui Family Magazine  
p:808-573-2731 | e:info@mauifamilymagazine.com | 
w:www.mauifamilymagazine.com | a:80 Ohaoha Place Makawao HI 96768
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Addiction Treatment Services 
3624 Waokanaka Street    �  Honolulu, Hawai‘i  96817    � Tel: (808) 595-6371    � Fax: (808) 595-8250 

Family Treatment Services 
845 22nd Avenue    �  Honolulu, Hawai‘i  96816    � Tel: (808) 732-2802    � Fax: (808) 734-7470 

  Visit us at: www.SalvationArmyHawaii.org 

The Salvation Army 
 Addiction Treatment Services and Family Treatment Services 

 

 

Founded in 1865 
 
 

William Booth 
Founder 

 
 

Brian Peddle 
General 

 
 

Kenneth Hodder  
Territorial Commander 

 
 

Jeff Martin 
Eloisa Martin 
Divisional Leaders 

 
Melanie Boehm 

Executive Director 
 

 Participating Agency 
 

          

 
 

2-13-20 
 
HB2457 HD1 Ban Flavored E-Cigarettes and Impose Fines 
COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY: 

·  Rep Chris Lee, Chair; Rep. Joy San Buenaventura, Vice Chair 
• Thursday, Feb. 13th, 2020: 2:05 pm:  
• Conference Room 325 

  
The Salvation Army Addiction Treatment Services and Family 
Treatment Services Recommends and Supports HB2457 HD1: 
   
Flavored tobacco targets youth and 95% of smokers start before legal age for 
smoking: 
 

·  Given the historic rise in e-cigarettes by youth, banning the sale of flavored 
tobacco products can help to reduce the danger to children from vaping, which 
is a growing major public health concern.  

 
We appreciate the opportunity to provide testimony. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Melanie T. Boehm MA, LMHC, CSAC 
Executive Director ATS-FTS 
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HB-2457-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2020 2:09:09 PM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/13/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Ellen Godbey Carson Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I support this bill and request its passage.  The numbers of our youth now engaged in 
smoking has grown exponentially, with much of that growth being attirbuted to the sale 
of flavored tobacco products that they manage to obtain, that are marketed in ways very 
attractive to our youth. 

  

Let's save them - and our community - from the costs of major health care in the 
decades to come by banning those products, and helping stop flavored tobacco 
products from being a gateway to a new generation of smokers.   

Thank you for your consideration and support of this bill.  

Ellen Godbey Carson 

 



HB-2457-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2020 2:25:39 PM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/13/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Dara Carlin, M.A. Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-2457-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2020 2:31:37 PM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/13/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

VALENTINO 
MIRANDA-KEPA 

Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha. Please OPPOSE Bill HB2457 I Believe if you support BILL'S ON POSSESSION 
which means people under the age of 21 will be faced with legal action while in 
possession of any Cigarettes or Electronic Devices is the ANSWER not a BAN OR 
RAISING TAXES ON VAPING PRODUCTS AND OR MAKING STIFFER PENALTIES 
SO PLEASE OPPOSE THIS BILL. 

Thanks for your time. 
Valentino Miranda-Kepa  

 



HB-2457-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2020 2:59:12 PM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/13/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

dillon rellez Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Like I said before smoking e cigarette is much better then smoking actual tobacco, why 
not just make a harsher punishment for people who break existing laws. Thank you for 
your time.  

 



HB-2457-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2020 3:00:45 PM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/13/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Naomi Muronaka Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-2457-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2020 3:01:40 PM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/13/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Ricky Alaniz Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-2457-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2020 3:08:06 PM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/13/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

laraine snyder  Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-2457-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2020 3:09:43 PM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/13/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jericho Tobin Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-2457-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2020 3:49:26 PM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/13/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Kahealani  Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  











HB-2457-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2020 3:58:50 PM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/13/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

natalea mikami Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-2457-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2020 4:00:07 PM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/13/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

jonah Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha. Please OPPOSE Bill HB2457 I Believe if you support BILL'S ON POSSESSION 
which means people under the age of 21 will be faced with legal action while in 
possession of any Cigarettes or Electronic Devices is the ANSWER not a BAN OR 
RAISING TAXES ON VAPING PRODUCTS AND OR MAKING STIFFER PENALTIES 
SO PLEASE OPPOSE THIS BILL. 

Thanks for your time. 
Jonah Manuel 

 



HB-2457-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2020 4:18:36 PM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/13/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

pua  Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-2457-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2020 5:11:02 PM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/13/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Hoku  Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-2457-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2020 5:50:55 PM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/13/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jon Fia Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I oppose HB2457 for several reasons.  Regarding flavoring, we already have changed 
the age to purchase tobacco products to 21 (1st in the nation to do so).  An adult 
consuming a legal product should have the right to choose whether or not they would 
like to have flavors. 

Regarding involving educators confiscating vaping devices is very short sighted.  Almost 
offensive to an educator that the writers of this bill hasnt consulted the teachers, the doe 
and the HSTA.  Do you think teachers have time to deal with that?  What about the 
teachers safety if they were to try and confiscate a device?  The wording in the bill 
about a teacher not being held liable in a court of law.  What if something else happens 
in the process of confiscating a device from a student? Thats not going to stop the 
parents from a lawsuit against a teacher.  They have enough to worry about to have to 
deal with that as well.  Frankly, they are not paid enough to deal with this. 

Im hoping to committee sees the major flaws in this bill even if the intent might be in the 
right place from the creators of this bill.  

Thank you for your time. 

  

 



HB-2457-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2020 6:42:53 PM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/13/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Ned Garcia Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-2457-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2020 6:56:41 PM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/13/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Anthony Orozco Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-2457-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2020 6:59:31 PM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/13/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Monika Lopez Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  
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HB-2457-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2020 7:41:19 PM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/13/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Clayton Silva Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

This bill is grossly unfair over-regulation. 

 



HB-2457-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2020 8:06:58 PM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/13/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Monique gunn Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-2457-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2020 8:08:14 PM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/13/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Eric Heaukulani Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  





action of vaping. More kids are getting hooked on vaping and the epidemic must be put 
to an end. 

  

The Hawaii Youth Vaping Epidemic is on the rise. As a concerned teen, I am in full 
support of this bill- HB2457- to build a healthier and safer community that may lead to 
saving the youth who currently are using flavored tobacco products and protecting the 
youth from vaping initiation. 

  

 



HB-2457-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 12:11:37 AM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/13/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Linda Revell Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

The answer to Youth vaping is not by prohibiting adults from vape and hurting local 
businesses! The answer to youth vaping is enforcement! I am not responsible for kids 
breaking the law and bad parents who encurage vaping with their kids! Stop taking the 
rights of adults away and start enforcing the law! 

 



HB-2457-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 12:36:26 AM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/13/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Theresa Revell Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Honorable Representatives: 

I strongly oppose HB2457. The purchasing of flavored tobacco products should not be 
denied to persons of age. Please vote against HB2457. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Theresa Revell 

 



HB-2457-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 12:50:19 AM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/13/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Louis Bauguess Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

To whom it may concern, 

I oppose HB2457. Please listen to your voters. 

Mahalo, 

Louis Bauguess 

 



HB-2457-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 5:49:31 AM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/13/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Nicholas Winters Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-2457-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 6:17:41 AM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/13/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Andy Takaaze Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I oppose any more regulations/taxes on e-cig products in the name of stopping the use 
by youths. These laws will only hurt/tax law abiding adults who legally are purchasing e-
cig products. If you want to fight this 'Youth Epidemic' PASS A POSSESION LAW!!! 
simple 

 





Whichever side of the argument you fall on, at the very least this action should be taken. 
Yes, this decision will affect businesses and adults who choose to use tobacco, but it 
will also save the lives of children in our community. Placing this bill into law will prevent 
kids from ever getting the opportunity to try using tobacco. While it is inevitable for there 
to be economic repercussions, I believe it is a necessary sacrifice we should all be 
making. When it comes to the health of those around us, especially of those in the next 
generation, it is an issue we should take seriously. By spreading awareness, educating 
others, and enforcing this bill, we can be one step closer to ending this epidemic. 

  

Kourtney Kwok 

 



HB-2457-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 7:45:03 AM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/13/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Dory Kong Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-2457-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 7:50:43 AM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/13/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Erika Vargas Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-2457-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 8:31:29 AM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/13/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Kathy Kim Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  





HB-2457-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 8:47:44 AM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/13/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Megan Tabata Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support the flavor ban portion, but do have concerns regarding the safe harbor 
program, teacher confiscation, and youth penalties. I'd like to ask the committee 
to remove youth penalties and teacher confiscation from the bill. Some information you 
can include: 

I oppose penalizing youth. We need to hold the industry accountable through 
regulations instead of punishing youth who have fallen prey to their predatory marketing 
tactics. 

Penalties on youth for purchase, use, or possession (PUP) do not work at reducing 
youth tobacco use and can even be counterproductive. As an unintended consequence, 
PUP laws can stigmatize tobacco use and deter addicted youth from seeking help to 
quit smoking. 

Teachers already have the ability to confiscate the devices if needed. This bill unfairly 
places the burden of enforcement on public school teachers. Instead, other policies to 
regulate the industry would be more effective. 

Other policies are proven strategies to reduce youth tobacco use, such as decreasing 
access to tobacco products, increasing prices of tobacco products, tobacco prevention 
and education programs in schools, and increased enforcement of tobacco sales 
restrictions. 

 



HB-2457-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 8:56:04 AM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/13/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Molly Mamaril Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-2457-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 9:17:12 AM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/13/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

HANALEI BENN irie hawaii Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Stop taking away choice from legal people that can purchase it and make a posession 
law for underage 

 



HB-2457-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 8:59:07 AM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/13/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Rebecca Powell Individual Oppose Yes 
 
 
Comments:  

I, like most good liberals OPPOSE this kind of bill. Being a liberal democrat is about 
people having a choice, in things such as abortion, LGBT status, and freedom to 
choose what products we want to enjoy. 

 





Moreover, I do think teachers should not be responsible for confiscating electronic 
tobacco products, as they already are overburdened. In addition, the most appropriate 
penalty for an underage user would be a mandatory smoking cessation course; 
penalties for underage users have not been am effective disincentive ever. 

In summary, there are no redeeming reasons for allowing flavored and menthol tobacco 
products, and many to make them illegal. It is time to protect our keiki from deadly 
substances and stand up to the tobacco industry. I implore you to vote for HB2457. 

  

Linda Weiner, MD 

Pediatrics, Kauai 

 



!

To Whom it May Concern, !

My name is Emma Whitney, and I am the owner of Emma Whitney Photography. I live 
in Kula and I am writing you regarding a very important issue, for our community and 
out keiki.!

I am writing regarding the upcoming hearing for the measure HB 2457 I am testifying in 
STRONG, and UNYIELDING SUPPORT of HB 2457.!

For me, it is inconceivable that this is even a question on the table, for the facts 
regarding the harm of tobacco are undeniable. The use of candy ßavors to directly 
target children, are reprehensible and as undeniable. When I was coming of age, in the 
80Õs and 90Õs, tobacco manufacturers used menthol tobacco to do this, and it worked. 
This is the cigarette that my friends chose, because it tased minty. !

The tobacco industry is depending on our lifelong addiction, for their monetary 
security, so it is no surprise that they are scared, for when the true nature of the 
addiction and health impacts, came to light, the number of smokers hit record lows. To 
now use ßavors that mirror sugar childrenÕs candies, to gain new smokers, reaches a 
whole new level of low! This tragic and disgusting and it is only hurting our children and 
our community. !

It should alarm you, that 42% of all High School students, and 27% of Middle School 
students have tried these products. Of course, they have! Candy ßavored anything, is 
appealing. All of these children are at an enormous risk for long term, severely 
detrimental, and terminal health issues.!

These products do not help people quit, as they are touted. Instead, children are 
picking them up and getting hooked. By choosing to sell these products, we are 
contributing to the inevitable long term harm of these children. !

Please, protect our children. No one needs candy ßavored tobacco. !

Mahalo for doing right by our community. !

Aloha,"
Emma Whitney!
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HB-2457-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 9:25:16 AM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/13/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jan Shishido Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  





https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapediatrics/fullarticle/2634377


HB-2457-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 9:44:40 AM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/13/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

mary santa maria Individual Comments No 
 
 
Comments:  

 While I support the ban on electronic smoking devices and their juices, I oppose the 
fines, and punshiment of those who are underage and targeted. Punish the 
manufacturers and the industry, not the targeted youth. We have enough evidence that 
fines do not work for youth, and infact can be conterproductive. Teachers already have 
the right to confiscate these devices from students who are underage, and making them 
be the implementers of a law like this is conterproductive. 

Mahalo for your consideration 

Mary  Santa Maria 

Makawao,  Hawaii, 96768 

  

 



HB-2457-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 9:54:50 AM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/13/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Lauralee Baoy Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I support HB2457. I work with youth 5 years old to 18 years of age. I notice that some of 
them start vaping as early as 4th grade and I have even seen a 5 year old vaping. I 
know one of the reasons is the flavored vape and the ability to conceal it easily. If it 
tastes good, kids will use it. Vaping has become a youth epidemic because of these 
enticing flavored vapes. Please support this bill to prevent more youth from becoming 
hooked to these vapes that are nicotine addictive in nature.  
  

Thank you, Lauralee Baoy (concerned youth development worker) 

 



https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapediatrics/fullarticle/2634377




HB-2457-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 10:24:08 AM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/13/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Royce Fukuroku Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  



February 12, 2020 

 

Aloha, 

  

I have been a school counselor in rural Maui for almost 20 years. The past 2-3 

years there has been a significant rise in electronic cigarette use by students in my 

school as young as 3rd and 4th grade. As you know there are devastating consequences 

to beginning this habit as children and young adults. As a school and community we are 

doing all we can to educate and prevent this from happening including parent meetings, 

prevention presentations, counseling, etc, however, we are no match for big-vape 

companies with unlimited money for advertising to children on social media.  

 Our community is predominantly Native Hawaiian, data shows that our people 

have the highest use rate in our state. Something more has to be done to turn the tide 

away from these harmful devices. Please remove the penalties for children. If there are 

penalties, our community of young native Hawaiians will be impacted the most. By 

removing the option of purchasing these products sold to children we, the adults are 

doing something to improve their health and futures (out of jail). 

 As a counselor, as a mother, as a very concerned citizen, please do all you can 

to ensure regulation so our children do NOT have access to these devices. This 

includes a flavor ban (which will directly impact children) and online sale regulation, I am 

terrified about their future health and happiness if this continues unregulated.  

 

Me ka mahalo,  

Moani Aiona 

Moani Aiona, School Counselor 

Hana High & Elementary School  

 
 
 



HB-2457-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 10:42:06 AM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/13/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jason Grehawick Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Vaping saved my life, and I used flavored E liquids to quit smoking, what you guys 
should be focusing on is creating harsher penalties for the parents purchasing these 
products and harsher penalties for people under the Age of 21 getting caught with e 
cigs or flavored e liquids.  
 
Stop punishing adults for the actions of stupid kids. and stop taking away OUR RIGHT 
to choose how we want to quit smoking !!! 

 



HB-2457-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 10:44:26 AM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/13/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jessica Chang Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I'm completely opposed to HB-2457. 

 



HB-2457-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 11:00:19 AM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/13/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Kelsie Cajka Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I oppose penalizing youth. We need to hold the industry accountable through 
regulations instead of punishing youth who have fallen prey to their predatory marketing 
tactics. 

 



HB-2457-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 11:27:10 AM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/13/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Alysa Lavoie Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Strongly support.  

 



HB-2457-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 11:59:55 AM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/13/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Naomi Bikle Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-2457-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 12:09:28 PM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/13/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

mahea Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I am an 8th grade student.  Smoking is bad in general but its even worses for kids. 
Smoking at a young age is very bad because your brain and body or still growing and it 
couol effect your growth. Also it is very bad for your lungs and heath in general. It is 
very addictive and it is hard to stop smoking . 

 



HB-2457-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 12:09:36 PM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/13/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Kawaiolaakealoha 
Sanita 

Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Hi I am Kawaiolaakealoha Sanita a 8th grade student ant Hana High and Elementary 
School. I'm here to say that tobacco products are very bad for not just minors but also 
adults to. Vapes, weed, cigerets ec. are all very bad and for your phycical and metal 
health. I know the side affects that affect minors and adults. Smoking weed can 
sometimes cause certian peopls brain to react differently which can cause depression 
and suicidal thoughts. "Marijuana use has also been linked with depression and anxiety, 
and with suicidal thoughts among teens" says the Center for Disease Control and 
Pervention. What I read from them tells me that smoking can really harm everyone 
espesally teens. We as a comunnity need to stop tobacco and drug abuse for our 
genoration.  

 



HB-2457-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 12:12:23 PM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/13/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

jessa Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Hello! My names Jessa S. :). I'm from Hana, Maui which is on the eastside of the 
hawaiian island Maui. I'm 13 years of age and a 8th grade student. My reason for this is 
to tell u my opinion on Why tobacco products shouldn't target youths. I think tobacco 
products shouldn't target the youth because if this targets our youth it could change 
their future, which when they get into society they can change other peoples future. 
Such as if they get too addicted to tobacco at a young age such as 13-18 years old they 
wont be doing as well in school which when they get older they won't have a much of a 
future they could be proud of. The kids these days see ads on how these products are 
ok for them to use. Such as the people that make these products as everyday looking 
objects. Like office supplies, children juice boxes, jacket strings, and etc. So with this 
said I would want these kids to have a better future by not using these "products" and 
live a healthy non tobacco life. 

 



HB-2457-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 12:12:23 PM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/13/2020 2:05:00 PM 
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jessa Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Hello! My names Jessa S. :). I'm from Hana, Maui which is on the eastside of the 
hawaiian island Maui. I'm 13 years of age and a 8th grade student. My reason for this is 
to tell u my opinion on Why tobacco products shouldn't target youths. I think tobacco 
products shouldn't target the youth because if this targets our youth it could change 
their future, which when they get into society they can change other peoples future. 
Such as if they get too addicted to tobacco at a young age such as 13-18 years old they 
wont be doing as well in school which when they get older they won't have a much of a 
future they could be proud of. The kids these days see ads on how these products are 
ok for them to use. Such as the people that make these products as everyday looking 
objects. Like office supplies, children juice boxes, jacket strings, and etc. So with this 
said I would want these kids to have a better future by not using these "products" and 
live a healthy non tobacco life. 
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hoaka Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

my testimony is that Filtration alone reduces nicotine delivery by 35 to 45 percent, as 
compared to cigarettes made of simply tobacco and paper. Through a process called 
ventilation, which allows fresh air to be drawn through the cigarette, nicotine levels are 
reduced by a further 10 to 50 percent. Through the use of expanded tobacco, a process 
developed by which Phillip Morris puffed tobacco much like puffed rice cereal, tar and 
nicotine levels are reduced still further. A fourth manufacturing technique, the 
reconstituted tobacco process also reduces the nicotine in cigarettes. This process, 
which has been thoroughly described in the literature for years, does not increase 
nicotine levels in tobacco or in cigarettes. Through this process, 20 to 25 percent of the 
nicotine in the tobacco used to make reconstituted leaf is lost and is not replaced. 
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seaena Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

.Hi my name is seaena, and im from Hana Maui and im an 8th grade student and  I 
think that all tobaco products should not be selled in stores because it ruins our lungs 
and keeps us people from keeping our body healthy and living longer. 
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kaimana Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

why vape when musubis taste way beter and plus musubis dont kill your lungs 
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Alexia Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Hi my name is alexia i'm in 8th grade and i think they should not cell tabaco to kids. 
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Alexia Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Hi my name is alexia i'm in 8th grade and i think they should not cell tabaco to kids. 
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April Pacheco Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  
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Comments:  

I am a clinical psychologist specializing in substance use disorders which includes 
nicotine dependence. Hawaii as a state, and Hawaii Island specifically, have the 
youngest consumers of vape and e-juice products nationally. Our kids use flavors, 
INCLUDING MENTHOL/MINT, to tolerate this drug and the significant brain changes 
that accompany it. Banning flavors will decrease youth onset. .Please choose health 
over lobbyists. 
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kawelo Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I am a middle school girl from Hana and i think that having tabbaco flavored products 
shouldnt be a vape flavor because it can lead from rolling a joint to just vaping and 
thinking its ok when it can cause cancer and many other deseases. 
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Shaunnie tolentino-
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Comments:  

My name is Shaunnie im a 8th grader here at Hana High and Elementary school. I am 
writing this to testify on my behalf saying that the tabaco company should not be 
targeting us young youths. I have seen the product that they are making and it looks like 
what every child would like to have. It looks like a juice box, candy and jackets that 
make them hide it. These types of things should not be happening. It is dangerous for 
us kids and if you care for young children and their future, you need to put a stop to this 
kinds of companies. Flovoring is what is drawing us young kids to vape. Stop it once 
and for all. 

Mahalo, 

Shaunnie 
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Comments:  

, hi im an 8th grade student  my thought's about tobacco killing kid's is bad.  the 
companies should get in trouble not the little kids.These products are bad for us kids, 
and if they get rid of the tobacco products us kids will not be tempted to using or even 
trying the product. So please help me in getting rid of this items. Banned it right 
now.Save us so we can live a healthy life in the future. 

Thank you for reading and hearing my concerns 
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Claire Kamalu Carroll Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

My name is Claire Kamalu Carroll and I am opposing the fact as penalizing our youth is 
not a solution to our epidemic here. It is the companies/adults that target children and 
prey on our youth that should face any and all penalties. It is up to us as adults to focus 
decreasing product sale and increasing education to our youth in how damaging these 
product are even respiratory and death to youths across the country.  

There should be more enforcement to online venues that allow these products to be 
sold with out verification of child real age. Number of youth and young adults are 
increasing and will only get worse if we don't take a stand. I ask to ban e-cigarettes that 
are flavored and more appealing to our younger generation. We can also raise taxes on 
these sales and make it difficult for sale. We face this crisis and its up to us to help 
make it right and save lives. These vaping devices were marketed and now we know 
the effects. These companies seem not to care but I do. Good decisions to our 
future,that's our responcibilty 

  

Mahalo 
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C. Azelski Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

�:�L�W�K�������L�Q���H�Y�H�U�\���������N�L�G�V���V�W�D�U�W�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���D���I�O�D�Y�R�U�H�G���W�R�E�D�F�F�R���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�����D�Q�G�����������R�I���+�D�Z�D�L�µ�L��
high schools students trying e-cigarettes, we have an urgent need to act. With more 
than 15,500 flavors, who is the industry really targeting with flavors like Unicorn Milk, 
�6�R�X�U���6�W�U�D�Z�V�����R�U���6�W�U�D�Z�E�H�U�U�\���:�D�W�H�U�P�H�O�R�Q���%�X�E�E�O�H�J�X�P�"���,�W�¶�V���F�O�H�D�U���W�K�D�W���U�H�V�W�U�L�F�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���V�D�O�H��
of kid-friendly flavors that appeal to youth is necessary to protect them from a lifetime of 
nicotine addiction. 
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Randi D Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  
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azaya mandini Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Take away any vape devices away from underage kids 
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Elijah Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Take it away from the youth and the underage kids 
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Michael deYcaza Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

There is nothing these companies won't do to get our kids addicted...what is next? 
Nicotine infused pizza? 

 



HB-2457-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/12/2020 1:44:04 PM 
Testimony for JUD on 2/13/2020 2:05:00 PM 

Submitted By  Organization  Testifier 
Position  

Present at 
Hearing  
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Comments:  

Aloha, 

I am a teacher at Hana High & Elementary School for 11 years. I was an elementary 
teacher and now I am a middle school teacher. I have 7 and 11 year old children. We 
have had students as young as 3rd grade using vape products and bringing them to 
school. They are particularly drawn to the fun flavors, cute packaging, and being like 
their middle school family and friends. My kids are so excited about cotton candy, 
chocolate, strawberry, etc. Adults who are cigarette smokers are not looking for cotton 
candy flavor. Those are targeting my children. We have DARE at our school and anti-
vape poster contests, but many students are not interested because they already use it. 
Vape products have highly addictive nicotine and many chemicals that are very hard on 
growing bodies and minds. There are many vape products that are easy for the kids to 
conceal (looking like regular classroom supplies, candy, or tiny enough to keep in their 
clothing). When the kids use these chemical products, they have a hard time focusing 
on their academic classes. Nicotine is very addictive. Our children have so many 
challenges growing up to have large corporations targeting them to be life long 
customers addicted to their products. They are not old enough to make educated and 
informed choices about this level of addiction, chemical dependency, medical problems, 
loss of academic learning, and social emotional problems. Please help us keep these 
tobacco and nicotine products out of the hands of children so that they have an 
opportunity to grow up with healthy minds and bodies. 

  

I oppose penalties for our youth. We can not have our youth be afraid to get adult help. 
These are very addictive products and they have used these products it is because of 
the industry has targeted them. They will need to have support and help getting away 
from this addictive nicotine product and not be afraid that they will get in trouble. 

  

We need to have intelligence in helping combat these industries targeting our youth and 
trying to get them to become new life long customers. Please support these bills in 
protecting our at risk native youth. 



  

Hilary Lang 

A concerned teacher and parent 

Hana High & Elemenary 
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Sabrina Spencer Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Enough Already! 
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Jason Park Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  
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Chris Anton Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  
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